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I went on a field trip with a group of 8th
graders to Days Cove. We went
canoeing, catching fish, and took water
samples to test turbidity, pH, salinity,
and oxygen level.  


- Mr. Baldwin, 8th Grade Science


8th Grade Science Field Trip
- Days Cove


A year of social and academic learning is off to a
promising start as we implement the system and
school-wide focus on accelerated instruction,
responsive instruction, and social emotional wellness.


The students were administered the Early Fall
Assessment (EFA) and Measurement of Academic
Progress (MAP) assessment to determine student
learning needs and strengths. MAP assessments
measure achievement in mathematics and reading
and MAP is one indicator of college and career
readiness. Parents will receive score reports in the
upcoming weeks. Please review areas of achievement
and growth with your child. A parent brochure is located
on the SWA website. Contact the school testing
coordinator, Ms. Hammel, your child’s counselor, or your
child’s teacher for additional questions.


The grade level team leaders and assistant principals
will host our first quarter Hallway Party incentive to
reward the students who consistently followed our
P.O.U.N.C.E. Code of Conduct. Team leaders will also host
the Grade Level Awards Ceremony. Our goal is to have
100% participation in these special events. We will
continue to recognize and celebrate the students who
are coming to school each and every day on time and
consistently displaying positive behavior; as well as
provide consequences for students who are not making
positive choices.


During the second quarter, we look forward to
continuing our momentum to accelerate learning.







Mrs. Hurst’s ELA 8 Advanced
Academics Classes


Mrs. Howard’s Business and Computer
Science and Reading Classes


Our classroom Shared agreement:
guidelines and norms that define how
the class as a group ideally wants to
work together and what they wish to
experience in their learning environment. 
They all agreed they want to feel safe,
protected,  and cared for by their
teachers and peers.


Ms. Donelson’s Business and Computer
Science Class


Students are learning about Digital Citizenship.
They are fascinated learning about the way
"cookies" track your data. Take a moment to ask
your student something they learned in class and
how you can keep yourself safe when you are
online.


Dr. Feldman’s ELA 8 Classes


In 8th grade ELA, we have enjoyed reading the
novel Refugee to learn more about people's
experiences of seeking safety in a new country.
We have practiced visualizing what we read while
exploring how writers develop characters, convey
theme, and use point of view and dialogue to
create different effects for the reader. Here are
some sketches students created to demonstrate
their visualization of the text.


Mrs. Leathers’ 8th Grade Science PLTW
Classes


Project Lead the Way classes are studying the
design process. So far they have designed and
made drinking straw rockets, which were used in a
competition to see which teams went the farthest.
Currently they are in the process of designing
locker organizers. We hope to see more organized
lockers very soon!


Unit 1: Narrative Voices: Examining the
Impact of Point of View and Dialogue


During this unit students read and
analyzed a variety of texts including
poetry, short stories, and informational
articles. 


The texts analyzed in this unit challenged
students to determine how an author's
use of point of view affects the reader's
experience with special attention to
suspense and humor in fictional texts. 







Ms. Palmer’s 8th Grade
American History Classes


Students have been amazing in making
connections for the American Revolution
specifically with the political thinkers at the time. I
am super proud of their participation in classroom
discussions and written responses to worksheets. 


Mrs. Cote-Rumsey’s Visual Arts 6-8 Mr. Taylor’s 8th Grade Math Classes


Successful Mid Unit and End
of Unit Assessments


Students in Grade 8 art have been investigating
Surreal art and making work which reflects on
their past, present, or what they want for their
future. The project is called "What Only My Eyes
Can See." 


Ms. Johnson Grade 8 Spanish Classes


How is my actual life? / ¿Cómo es mi vida actual? 
What do I have in common with my friend´s lives and
how are we different? / ¿Qué tengo en común con las
vidas de mis amigos y cómo somos diferentes?   


What steps would you take in order to have an ideal
life? / ¿Qué pasos tienes que seguir para tener una vida
ideal? 
What similarities and differences are there between my
ideal life and others´? / ¿Qué similitudes o diferencias
hay entre mi vida ideal y la de mis compañeros? 


During Unit One in Spanish class: We concentrated on
studying two important themes: 


Theme 1: MY CURRENT LIFE / MI VIDA ACTUAL  


Theme 2: MY IDEAL LIFE / MI VIDA IDEAL 







Ms. Thomas’ 8th Grade AVID Classes
Building Relational Capacity in AVID 8


 AVID 8 scholars built relational capacity with their
classmates in an effort to help hold each other
accountable for their personal and academic
success during this school year. Relational capacity
is an AVID term used to describe the amount of trust
and comfort amongst group members. 


Students engaged in a blind draw, a spaghetti-
marshmallow challenge, and showcased their self-
awareness by writing and presenting Bio Poems to
their classmates. Students summarized what they
learned after completing each task and reflected
on how that learning could promote their success
throughout the year.  


 One AVID scholar shared, "Once you build
relationships with classmates, it's easier to hold
them accountable in their academic success
because you understand them better. If you know
your classmates then you know what they might
struggle with, everyone struggles with different
things. You can then use this knowledge to hold the
accountable and lend a helping hand. You will even
feel more comfortable to talk, get feedback, or
make suggestions or recommendations when one
falls short of their goals."


Important Dates:


November 13th-17th
American Education Week


November 15th
Navigating Digital


Resources Family Night 


November 30th
Grade 8 Award Ceremony


December 7th
Grade 8 Hallway Party


AVID Family Night


December 13th
Winter Music Concert







Little Free Library - Now Open!


I believe that everyone should be able to see
themselves in the pages of a book;
I commit to talking to my friends, family,
colleagues, and neighbors about ways we can
collaborate to increase equity and inclusion in our
community;
I will use my passion for celebrating diversity to
help others embrace diversity and fight for equity
in their lives;
I will use the resources available to me to expand
my worldview and share knowledge and
resources generously with my community.


Southwest Academy has welcomed a Little Free Library
(LFL) to the campus! The new library is located outside of
the main entrance. A Little Free Library is a “take a book,
share a book” free book exchange. Books shared at the
library feature perspectives on racism and social justice;
celebrate BIPOC, and other marginalized groups, and
incorporate experiences from all identities for all readers. 


Books can be a window into experiences that are
different from our own. By reading diverse books, we can
increase understanding, empathy, and inclusion. This is
how we build community throughout the halls of
Southwest Academy.  


On November 1st, community members, staff and faculty
of SWA, and student leaders gathered at the LFL for the
ribbon cutting ceremony. Students were gifted with
books, bookmarks, treats, and more! Participants and
students throughout Southwest Academy took the “Read
in Color” pledge:


Members of SWA’s National Junior Honor Society will
monitor the number of books being taken and shared,
and refresh the library as needed. Students, families, and
community members are encouraged to visit the Little
Free Library to take a book or share a book with the
Southwest Academy community.  


With the Little Free Library, Southwest Academy aims to
increase the sense of belongingness amongst our
beautifully diverse student body!






